
       HENLEY & PEPPARD BRANCH   

      ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  

                                                  NEWSLETTER SPRING 2014 

 

 

Editor - Malcolm Page (01491 578712)                        Distribution - Stan Ainsley (07935 755 905) 

malcolm.page55@btinternet.com                                  stanainsley@hotmail.com 
 

 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THOSE WHO SERVE 

The General 

 

“GOOD MORNING,  good morning!” the General said 
When we met him last week on the way to the line. 

Now the soldiers he smiled at are most of them dead, 

And we're cursing his staff for incompetent swine. 

“He's a cheery old card” grunted Harry to Jack 

As they slogged up to Arras with rifle and pack. 

                             * * * * 

             But he did for them both by his plan of attack. 
                                      Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967) 
 

Editorial 

An important new feature in this edition is the attachment of an updated copy of Stan Ainsley's masterly 

Calendar of Events, which gives a clear statement of all our proposed activities for the rest of the year.  

These are emphasised below: 

Events 
 

We plan to use Leander and the Christ Church Centre for our events and lunches. 

 

Monday 14 April  -  Recounting his father’s experiences on the Western Front WW1 

John Green will be talking to us about his father's experiences on the Western Front during WWI. This will 

be at the Christ Church Centre; lunch with a glass of wine and a contribution towards room hire - £10 

payable in cash at the event.  
Presentation 11.15 – lunch 12.30. 
 

Please let Secretary, Stan Ainsley know if you intend to come using one of the contact options below: 
 Mobile: 07935 755905 

 Email: stanainsley@hotmail.com 
 Booking Form below  

 

Monday 12 May – "Sailors in the Trenches - The Royal Naval Division, 1914-1919" 
Alex Manning’s aim is to tell the still little-known story of the formation that incurred 40% of the Royal Navy's 

total killed in the First World War. It was first blooded at Antwerp in 1914, fought at Gallipoli in 1915 and then on the 

Western Front from 1916 to the end of the war, counting 8 Victoria Crosses among its list of honours. 

Presentation 11.15 – Lunch 12.30  

 

Friday 16 May - Bix Branch are hosting a presentation by Jeremy Paxman.  
On 4th August 1914 Germany declared war on Britain and on the same day Britain reciprocated. Thus began 

what all hoped would be ‘The War to end all Wars’. Not only did it fail to meet this aspiration but the war 

lasted four gruelling years and a generation was sacrificed - over 720,000 British men and almost 200,000 

men from the British Empire did not come home. 

 

Jeremy Paxman has studied the political, military and social aspects of World War 1. His book ‘Great 

Britain’s Great War’ was published in 2013 and early this year he presented a programme on BBC 1 called 

‘The Great War’. He has kindly agreed to give a presentation with slides on World War 1 
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We understand that there are a few places remaining so if you are interested please check availability by 

phoning Bix Branch Secretary Sue on 01491 574868  

 

 Date – 16 May 

 Place  - Bix Manor                                            
 Time – 6.30 for 7pm  £15  

 Booking form attached as separate document.  

 

Saturday 14 June - Boat Trip with the Royal Naval Sailing Association (RNSA) 

Chris Thompson is organising a trip on the Thames aboard one of Salter's vessels, from Salters' Boat Yard at 

Folly Bridge, Oxford, downstream to Culham and back. 

 

Further details are given in the attached Notice from Chris, whose contact details are: - 

 Phone:  07876 077258 

 E-mail:christhompson700@hotmail.co.uk. 
NB - He recommends that anyone interested should let him know as soon as possible. 

 

Sunday 3 August – Great War Centenary 

You may have read in the Henley Standard (14.3.14) that a Drum-Head Service will be held in the Market 

Place at 15.00 to unveil a new memorial to Henley and District’s “forgotten” soldiers of the Great War.  The 

ceremony will be led by the Queen’s Representative, the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson.  

Full details will be provided later. However, this will be a major event supported by the Branch with 

Standards on parade, 2 minutes silence marked by a bugler sounding the Last Post and Reveille.  

 

Monday 4 August  - Act of Remembrance 

Among the many events to mark the centenary of the outbreak of WWI, the Peppard War Memorial 

Committee will be organising an Act of Remembrance to be followed by a tea party. Members of the Branch 

are invited to attend, and the Peppard Standard Bearer, Colin Davis has kindly agreed to support the event. 

 

The Peppard CofE Primary School has been invited to take part. We hope that this will be an occasion to 

contact relatives of those who fought in WWI.  

For more information, please contact Nick Launders  (01491) 628243; nicklaundrs@gmail.com.    
 

Monday 20 October - Visit by the National Chairman  
This was proposed for February, but did not take place as the Chairman was unwell. It is to be re-instated for.  

It will be held at Leander and we will be inviting small groups from neighbouring branches 

NB - Booking for lunch is essential.  
 

Welfare 
 

Nick Launders writes that repatriations to the John Radcliffe Hospital from Afghanistan sadly still continue. 

Their Standard Bearer, Colin Davis accompanies Brain Hughes in this important duty of respect and 

recognition of the debt to those serving on the front line. 

 

The reorganisation of the Legion's welfare system has resulted in a change of role for many volunteers and 

the potential for many of us to become involved. The new roles include Information volunteers to man new 

outreach locations, home visitors and “ambassadors” to speak to schools and other groups. 

 

Most of the original roles for volunteers remain, but specific casework is more demanding than it used to be 

and there are only 30 caseworkers in our South Midlands Area. This area contains five counties; Bedfordshire, 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire. More information is available on the RBL 

website; the following link might be helpful:  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/aboutus/thelegion-nearyou/inthemidlands. 
 

If anyone would like more information on the subject of “volunteering opportunities”. 

Please contact Nick Launders  (01491) 628243; nicklaundrs@gmail.com 
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Poppy Appeal 
 

The great achievements for the Appeal year 2012-13 were due to Shirley Lees' leadership and superb  

organisation.  These were acknowledged in January, at the RBL County Conference, when we were awarded 

the Goadby Cup. We had won it twice before, in 2003 and 2010. 

 

The triumph was celebrated at a tea party given by the Mayor at the Town Hall, when Certificates of 

Appreciation were presented to Connie Butt for her splendid 1940s themed dance at the Town Hall, to Sam 

Brown of the Ukulele Band for their inspired Launch of the last two appeals. She is going to do the next one 

for us as well. They are getting bigger and better (as are Connie's dances – she has something special for this 

November). The third certificate went to Brain Hughes, whose unstinting work at collecting, both in the 

streets and from house to house continue to go from strength to strength.   

 

We were granted over £1,000 from the Living Advent Calendar in December last.  

Nick Launders did sterling work throughout the Advent period. 

 

Saturday 8 November - Aliquando Choir singing for the Poppy Appeal 

The choir, led by our Branch Treasurer Anne Evans will be producing another concert for the Poppy Appeal 

on 8 November in St Marys Church entitled “In Memoriam – Lest We Forget” in commemoration of the start 

of WW1.   

 

Members may remember the “In Memoriam 11.11.11” concert for the RBL Poppy Appeal of 2011. 

 

The concert will see the premier of a new choral work especially commissioned by Aliquando for the town 

of Henley-on-Thames and the wider community. The commission is from composer Patrick Hawes to a 

Wilfred Owen poem “I know the Music”. Patrick wrote the music for the 60
th
 birthday celebrations of HRH 

the Prince of Wales and was later commissioned by Prince Charles to write the “Highgrove Suite” 
 

Aliquando will also be putting on a concert for the Jacaranda Trust in support of the “Jaipur Limb” initiative.  

Rotary Zimbabwe are spearheading the introduction into Africa of this easily assembled prosthetic limb. The 

Jacaranda Trust will facilitate the reopening the RESCU workshop and hostel in Zimbabwe to train workers 

in the assembly and fitting of the limbs. The concert is on 17 May in the Christ Church Centre. The guest of 

honour will be the former international cricketer for Zimbabwe, Henry Olonga. Henry, who is now pursuing 

a career in singing and after-dinner speaking, will take part and talk about his experiences in Zimbabwe that 

forced him (and his fellow team mate Andy Flower) to move from his beloved country. 

Tickets for both are available by phone on 01491 578238. 

 

 

GENERAL BOOKING FORM 

 
Talk & Lunch – Monday…………………. 

 

Named Event…………………….............. 

 

 

To:    

                                                                                           

Stan Ainsley 

Ash Tree Cottage 

Maidensgrove                                                                           

Henley on Thames                                                                   

RG9 6EZ 

 

 

Phone:   07935 755905 

Email:   stanainsley@hotmail.com 

From: 

Name………………………………………………… 

 

Please reserve ……………  places at £10 each 

 

Cash payment on the day please £………………….. 

 

Signed:………………………Date…………………… 
 



                                                                         

     

 

Bix Branch, The Royal British Legion 

Covering the villages of Bix, Lower Assendon, Middle Assendon, Stonor, Maidensgrove, Pishill 

and Russells Water 

 

World War I Centenary Commemoration 
Presentation by Jeremy Paxman on Friday 16th May 2014 

At Bix Manor, 6.15 for 7.00 pm 
 

This promises to be a fascinating evening to which all are welcome with priority given to RBL 
members and their friends.  A donation of £15 per head will include a glass of wine, soft 
drinks and canapes before the Presentation with the proceeds going to The Royal British 
Legion for their Rehabilitation Centres.   

 
The capacity at Bix Manor is limited so applications will be dealt with in order of receipt.  
Please complete the form below and send it with your cheque to Sue Berkeley, Assendon 
Lodge, Middle Assendon, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 6BB (tel. 01491 574868). 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name:.....................................tel ........................email......................... 

 
Member of.................................Branch of The Royal British Legion (if applicable) 

 
I wish to attend Jeremy Paxman's Presentation on Friday 16th May 2014 and bring the 
following guests: 

 
Names….............................................................................................. 

 
…...................................................................................................... 
 

I enclose a cheque, as a donation, for £____________ (£15 per person) made payable 
to The Royal British Legion (Bix Branch) 

 
I am unable to attend but would like to make a donation of £_____ 
 
If you are a UK tax payer please complete the following: 
 
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and the income tax and/or capital gains tax I pay will be at least equal to the tax that the 

charity will reclaim on this gift.  Please accept my donation of £............. to The Royal British Legion. 

 

 

Signed.............................................................Date.............................. 

 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss)..............First Name.................................................Surname.................................................................... 

 

Address........................................................................................................................................................................................ 

 


